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Population control

‘

REFRESHING po-

litical force hit town

recently. [ was in the

audience when Rep.

Patricia Schroeder,
D-Colo., hammered on the awe-
some threats posed by overpopula-
tion.

She said that uncontrolled pop-
ulation growth drives all of the oth-
er ecological problems facing the
planet today, -and that no one
should consider herself or himself
an environmentalist if she or he
didn’t work in some way to pro-
mote population policy. As an ef-
fective political leader, she recog-
nizes the real threat.

Many people focus on starva-
tion as a consequence of overpopu-
lation, as Dr. Malthus did in the
last century. But there is another,
more immediate threat that looms.
Overwhelming numbers of people
are breaking our ability to govern,
to run the state or country, to de-
liver water, food, education, trans-
portation and amenities.

In California, we are nmning
out of clean air and clean water,
open space, landfill space, and
time. There is a disgraceful lack of
affordable housing, and traffic
gridlock pervades the state’s high-
way system. [t seems that each new
immigrant comes with an automo-
bile attached at the hip.

The world’s population has dou-
bled between 1950 and 1990 and we
are reeling from the effects in Cali-
fornia. This month the state
passed the 30 million mark, up
from just 7 million in 1940. Nearly
700,000 arrived last year alone.

[t is preposterous to think we
can keep slicing a finite pie into an
infinite number of servings, on any
government level. Everything
America has stood for since the
structuring of the Constitution is

Johnson (s an Examuner colum-
nist.

at risk. As long as our policymakers
cringe from the issue and avoid
focusing on how to slow the
growth, the outcome will aiways be
hopelessly short of the need. Our
democratic government will inevi-
tably collapse.

ATCH WHAT is going

on in Sacramento ard

Washington. Blame is
heaped on every source as the
elected officials actempt to wrestle
with the budget deficit.

Taxpayers blame the bureau-
crats and politicians, the conserva-
tives blame the poor and needy,
and the liberals blame the conser-
vatives for favoring the rich and
pinching pennies. The tension and
the anger mount. It has been at
these moments in history when the
ever-present little Hitlers have
grabbed power.

[s anyone in government tack-
ling the problem head on? Indeed
some officials are, but not in this
country. A United Nations report
indicates that there are 37 coun-
tries with policies to slow the in-
creasing rate of population.

China’s one-child law may seem
extreme, but the Chinese have
learned. in ancient as weil as mod-
ern times, from the tragedy of mas-
sive human death caused by over-
population. Others, like Sweden
and France, promote birth contraol
nationwide.

In the US, we have gone the
other way. Most of the action has
been to pull aid for family planning
from developing countries.
Schroeder and a few others in Con-
gress authored a-bill for more effec-
tive birth control research as a be-
ginning step to turn the tide.

O WHAT do we, the voters,
S do when our political leaders

seem willing to talk about
anything but population policy?
One answer is to look for new lead-
ers.



